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                                      ELSING PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Elsing Parish Council  meeting held in Elsing Village Hall, Church Street on Monday September 28th 2026 at 7.00 p.m.
Present: -	                  Councillors Oliver Laws, Stuart Chaplin, Bill Horncastle and
                                          Ingrid van Loo
                                             
Other Members Present: - Dist. Cllr Gordon Bambridge and Mrs G Hubbard, Clerk

OPEN FORUM FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Cllr Bambridge mentioned that there are grants available through Breckland Council for small Community Groups to receive up to £250.00 for projects during the two Half Terms at schools, one in October and the other  in February.  Cllr Laws will bring this to the attention of the Woodlanders group.  Elections will take place next May for District and Parish Councils.  The subject  of houses being build was discussed, especially at Bawdeswell and East Tuddenham.  After October 30th Parish Councillors will not be able to comment on planning applications because new rules will be in place.

1.	To appoint the Chairmen for the meeting.
Cllr Laws proposed Cllr Horncastle for Chairman, seconded by Cllr van Loo and carried. 
Cllr Horncastle welcomed those present to the meeting.
2.	Clerk to receive signed Declaration of Acceptance form.
The Clerk received the signed Declaration of Acceptance Form.

3.	To receive apologies for absence.
There were no apologies for absence received.

4.	To declare any interests re items on the agenda.
No interests were declared.

5.	To confirm and accept minutes of the meeting held on August 11th.
The minutes had been circulated. Cllr van Loo proposed the minutes of August 11th be accepted as true and accurate records of the meetings, seconded by Cllr Laws and carried.

6.	To discuss any matters arising from the August minutes (not on the agenda).
There were no matters arising.

7.         To discuss any necessary Correspondence.
There was no correspondence received that needed discussion.

8.	To discuss planning applications received and update on the TMA bark application.
The TMA bark application has been refused.
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9.	To receive an update regarding the Norfolk Solar Summit.
Solar Farms are part of the critical structure and there will be some between Dereham and Swaffham.  There was some discussion regarding the negative side of the situation.  The Parish Council should make residents aware of the situation.  The Solar Farms can affect the soil and wildlife.  George Freeman, M.P. is very concerned about this problem.  It will affect the village of Castle Acre quite badly.

10.	To discuss PACE.
Cllr Horncastle has not had a reply to  his letter.  The manager of the solar panel site is going to get three quotations and so far he has received two.  There was discussion around the fact that the Village Hall might have solar panels put on it its roof and them being supplied by PACE.  PACE is not in operation yet.  Cllr Laws would like Cllr Horncastle to investigate with PACE the idea of planting some trees.

11.	To discuss Allotment matters, and to receive an allotment report.
All the allotments are let but a couple are abandoned.  There have been thefts recently.  There was a successful produce show and Cllr Bambridge did the judging and did a fine job as always.  A Pop-Up Pub event will take place to raise funds for a new solar panel for the borehole.
Regarding the Orchard, there was a reasonable crop of apples, particularly cider apples, and we had a good ‘pressing’ day.  The trees planted last autumn have survived and several trees need propping up and some pruning is necessary.

Regarding the Vineyard, a watering system is installed but no real crop of grapes this year.

The Woodlanders are going strong and a small event was held yesterday and others are planned, including a spoon-making workshop.

12.	To receive an update on the speed signs in the village.
As a result of the letter Cllr Laws sent to Highways, he is having a meeting with Mr Foster on October 6th and the situation will be discussed.  They might consider writing ’slow’ on the road before any sharp turns.  Regarding the 20 m.p.h. limits in the village, not enough evidence for this.  At Mill Street it could be possible to have ‘roundels’ painted on the road saying 30, these are painted circles with 30 in the middle.  Mr Foster will do an audit of all the speed signs in the village and deal with any repairs.

   13.	To receive an update on the Jumps. 
Regarding the Jumps, the following work has been carried out:-

1) A disused path has been roped off.
2) Planks have been removed that had nails and concrete in them because they were dangerous.
3) At the moment the Councillors are organizing getting new signs to indicate the new parts.
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14.	To authorise  financial payments. 
Cllr van Loo proposed the following financial payments be authorized, seconded by Cllr Laws and carried.

Clerk’s net salary for September  £239.1   HMRC  tax  £48.20    Clerk’s expenses  £44.24 
Cllr Horncastle, posts  £31.45
             
15.	To receive a Financial Update from the Clerk.
This had been circulated and no-one had any questions regarding it.  

16.	To discuss having a possible community fire response plan for the village.
The subject of having an Emergency Plan was discussed.  This is a document that some Parishes have in place.  Cllr Laws and Cllr Horncastle will work on this matter together and see if something can be created.

17.	To discuss asking the Highways Rangers to cut back the vegetation on Green Lane.
The Highways Rangers will be asked to cut back the vegetation on Green Lane and spray the brambles to try to get rid of them.

18.	To receive items for the next agenda.
No items were requested.

19.	To confirm date and time of the next Full Parish Council Meeting
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was set for Monday 30th  November 2026 at 7.00 p.m. in the Village Hall.  As there was no further business to discuss, the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.


………………………………………………………..                   …………………….
Chairman                                                                                                                          Date





