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                                      ELSING PARISH COUNCIL
DRAFT   Minutes of the Elsing Parish Council meeting held in Elsing Village Hall, Church Street on Monday March 16th 2026 at 7.30 p.m.
Present: -	                     Councilors Laws, Chaplin and Horncastle.
                                             
Other Members Present: -    One Elector and Mrs G Hubbard, Clerk                     

OPEN FORUM FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
The resident present spoke about herself, stating she wanted to be part of the community and was interested in perhaps joining the Parish Council.

1.	To appoint the Chairman for the meeting.
Cllr Horncastle proposed Cllr Laws for Chairman, seconded by Cllr Chaplin and carried. 

2.	Clerk to receive signed Declaration of Acceptance form.
The Clerk received the signed Declaration of Acceptance Forms.

3.	To receive apologies for absence.
There were no apologies for absence received.

4.	To declare any interests re items on the agenda.
No interests were declared.

5.	To confirm and accept minutes of the meeting held on January 19th.
The minutes had been circulated. Cllr Laws proposed the minutes of January 19th be accepted as true and accurate records of the meetings, seconded by Cllr Horncastle and carried.

6.	To discuss any matters arising from the January minutes (not on the agenda).

7.         To discuss any necessary Correspondence.
A donation request had been received from East Anglian Air Ambulance and this will be considered later on in the year.
 
8.	To discuss update on the Wild Track, current options, and to record efforts so far.
Cllr Laws has been trying to get a Risk Assessment carried out regarding the jumps.  Someone has offered to carry out an assessment on the Home Built Track.  The dangers will be pointed out.  It will cost £800.00 plus VAT, which can be reclaimed.  The recommendations will be followed as best as is possible.  Cllr Laws proposed £800 be spent on the application, seconded by Cllr Horncastle and carried.  Cllr Laws will order the assessment.
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9.	To discuss Allotment matters, and to receive an allotment report.
Cllr Laws had circulated a report.  The main points of the report were: -

Allotments:  All plots are let but some are overgrown now.  Rents will be collected on 28th March.  Muntjac deer are still coming onto the allotments, and some have been dealt with.

Orchard:  Some replacement trees have been planted, donated by the Woodland Trust and collected from the Gressenhall Tree Nursery at the Museum of Rural Life.

Tree Nursery:  The drought last summer killed several trees so there is a plan to replace these in the autumn. The Woodland Trust gave some very small saplings and fruit trees and they have been planted.  Someone who very much helps is lessening their involvement so more help is needed and anyone interested in helping, please contact Cllr Laws.

Vineyaerd:  The vines suffered from the drought last year, so a pipe will be run from the bore hole over to the vines, so they can be watered.  The cost will hopefully be covered by fundraising at the Pop-Up Pub.  Cllr Laws would like to buy materials to extend the pipe to the pig pen so there is easy access to drinking water for the pigs and water for their wallow.
   
10.	To receive a Financial Update from the Clerk.
This had been circulated and no-one had any questions regarding it.  Cllr Horncastle’s figures had been circulated also.
 
11.	To decide whether or not to give a donation to the Marie Curie charity
A donation to this charity will be considered later in the year.

12.	To authorise necessary financial payments, inc. Clerk’s net salary, tax, expenses for February to March.
Cllr Horncastle proposed the following financial payments be authorized, seconded by Cllr Laws and carried.

Clerk’s net salary for February/March £362.45   HMRC tax for February/March £79.00
Clerk’s expenses for February/March £33.45
Norfolk Parish Training &b Support subs. £72.00
A £400.00 donation to the Village Hall will be paid.
A £400.00 donation to the Church for churchyard maintenance will be paid.

Since the last meeting, £25.50 was paid out for Community Car and £18.88 interest received.

 13.	To receive update, if any, regarding the clearing of the bushes and brambles on Green Lane.
Cllr Laws will contact the person responsible again regarding this problem.

14.	To receive items for the May agenda.
To elect the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Parish Council for the forthcoming year.
To adopt the end of year accounts.
Co-option, if possible.
To discuss the Toad Watch Group
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15.	To confirm date and time of the Annual Parish Council meeting in May.
The date of the Annual Parish Council Meeting was set for Monday May 18th 2026 at 7.00 p.m. in the Village Hall.  As there was no further business to discuss, the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 7.55 p.m.


………………………………………………………..                   …………………….
Chairman                                                                                                                          Date








