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1. Village Infrastructure.
   The Village Hall, the community car scheme, and the upkeep of Church grounds received the usual donations. We repainted both ex-telephone kiosks, fitted Defibrillator signs, and deterred the pigeons which used to relax above one of them. As arranged last year, the Unsuitable for long vehicle signs were erected at each end of Rectory Rd, whose sharp bends would prevent articulated lorries from reversing. The Fustyweed sign was replaced and, this time, secured. The two toad signs stolen last year were replaced, also secured, and could only be removed by being torn. One was nevertheless stolen again. We have bought a sign to discourage dog fouling and another warning against fly-tipping. We tried unsuccessfully to arrange a meeting with Breckland’s Flooding Officer, and will try again. The usual litter pick took place in April.
2. Regulation.
    We decided to write letters to a good many residents, asking if they would be willing to become Councillors. Three came forward and were deemed eminently suitable, and were duly co-opted. We now have the full complement of seven.
3. Planning.
     Applications were passed by BDC for:
-  Mermaid Cottage, Peasland Green: change of use
The PC supported this. In a separate planning matter the Parish Council made known its reservations about Breckland’s consideration of a 5000-house development near North Elmham. 
4. Allotment Committee.
The village allotments are all rented and there is a lively community of gardeners using the site. Most tenants have held allotments for many years. Funds are raised for projects on the allotments and orchard through occasional Pop-Up Pubs held in the village hall. These have paid for the purchase of 100 vines that were planted in 2023 and are now thriving. There are two varieties of red grape and one white grape. This fundraising activity also paid for the final costs of the installation of the watering system that is connected to the bore hole on the allotments.
The tree nursery continues to thrive, with many trees planted within the parish in late 2023. The nursery has been replanted with younger trees to grow on for planting this year and in coming years. The usual apple-pressing day was cancelled due to a poor crop. The condition of trees on Council-owned land has again been inspected and a report produced.
5. Social Events.
   A number of Pop-up Pub evenings were held in the Village Hall (proceeds to the above account), The Lemon & Rosemary Yard was open for business on Christmas morning, and the Wassailing rite took place once more.
6. Finance.
    The year ended with a balance of £4,480, which was £100 more than we started with. The precept (what we ask Breckland to collect for us at the same time as the Council Tax) was £5,368.

                                                                                                                BH & OL, May 24
